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Field Crops Newsletter:
In General:
Good weather is tempting us to start this crop a
little earlier than usual. I hope we’re doing the right
thing, but only time will answer that. I believe we will
be fine unless we have a late freeze that has not been
predicted. The big deal will be drainage, so keep that at
the top of your priority list.
Corn:

Ready or not, here it comes. Weather is clear
and relatively warm for early March, and I expect that by
the time many of you read this a lot of the corn crop will
be planted. For my own preference, it seems a little
early to be planting before mid-March, but I can
understand the logic of getting the job done. Soil
temperatures are still just below the minimum
recommended level of 55 degrees as am writing, but if
this mild weather continues that situation could improve
within 3 to 5 days.
Corn seed can tolerate a lot of adversity,
especially when quality is high and the seed are treated
with good fungicides, and insecticides to protect them
from soil insects. The only thing they can’t stand is poor
drainage, so I suggest you delay planting those fields
with a history of staying wet. Raised beds will of course
help, but don’t stop until water furrows are open.
My biggest concern is that the weather can
reverse itself very quickly this time of year. The old
adage that “When March comes in like a lamb, it will go
out like a lion.” comes true most of the time. Things like
this have a way of repeating themselves through the
years, so be ready for surprises.
Just because you are planting a little earlier than
usual, don’t be tempted to pull the planter out of the
ground. Corn plants will desperately need their nodal
roots in the soil if we get the limited rainfall that is
expected this year. Stay at or just above the 2 inch
depth; this could make a big difference in yield.
Cotton:
I am not surprised that most of you are sticking
with varieties that have proven themselves in the last
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few years. With the economic outlook as it is today, we
don’t need to take chances with anything unproven,
regardless of whether it’s variety or any other part of the
program. The only comment I have about variety
selection is that we probably should not put too much
weight on the performance of varieties in 2005. There
are at least a couple of very strong varieties that in my
opinion should be planted even though they may have
performed below our expectations last year. You know
them as well as I do. As I’ve said before, I believe we
should look more at their performance in 2003 and 2004.
We almost never base recommendations on one-year
data, and I don’t believe you should either. This
statement goes for both good and bad results; one year is
just not enough time to change our feelings about proven
or unproven performers. I can understand cutting back
on a variety that has disappointed you, but keep it in you
mix just to be sure. This year it may be your best.
I’ll put in another plug for reducing N rates,
especially on the mid to full season varieties that give us
problems with excessive growth, fruit retention, and
defoliation. A total of 90 pounds of N per acre should
be adequate for any variety when other soil factors are
good; and those that are hard to hold down can probably
do well with 80 or less, especially on fields with
histories of rank growth.
Soybean:
After corn is planted, soybeans will probably get
planted too. I would prefer waiting until the last of
March or early April, but again I know you have to take
advantage of the opportunities when you get them. If
you are planning on Group 3 varieties, be sure to wait
until April to plant them.
Don’t plant soybeans without a good seed
treatment. They will probably be in the soil for two
weeks or more when planted with soil temperatures in
the fifties, and they will likely rot without it. And don’t
forget the inoculant; you might get by away without it,
but it’s too cheap to take the chance.

